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ACT Indigenous APS Employees Network Meeting

Monday 24 November 2008, 12.00–2.00pm


Commissioners Conference Room

Australian Public Service Commission 
Aviation House, 16 Furzer Street, Phillip 

MINUTES
Chair’s Update (Craig Leon)
Craig welcomed the group, and advised on the progress of the ACT IAPSEN Council. The results of the survey sent out to members in September were used to assist the Council in focusing its activities for the remainder of its term. The draft work plan would be sent out to members for comment.

One of the recurring themes in responses to the survey was the uncertainty that many members feel about their role in the workplace and getting authentic support from managers.

One suggestion was to invite agency heads to attend meetings, such as Dr Jeff Harmer, Department of Families, Housing, Community Services and Indigenous Affairs (FAHCSIA), so that they could gain a better understanding of IAPSENs.

IAPSEN Chairs’ Forum
Craig gave some feedback to the group on the IAPSEN Chairs’ Forum, held in September. IAPSENs across the country face similar issues, in particular that of employees being released by their managers to attend meetings.

Debi Richardson informed the group that a message from the Australian Public Service Commissioner encouraging Indigenous APS employees to participate in meetings had been drafted for the IAPSEN website, as well as a letter to all agency heads seeking their support for the release of their Indigenous employees to attend. It is planned that this message will be loaded onto the home page of the website, along with the logos of the agency heads who support IAPSEN and APS initiatives to improve Indigenous employment outcomes. Individual employees would then be able to show this message to their line managers in support of requests to be released to attend meetings.

National Indigenous Representative Body
Geoff Richardson, Branch Manager, Leadership Delivery Branch, FAHCSIA gave a presentation to the group on progress towards forming a new National Indigenous Representative Body. His presentation is attached, and more information can be found at http://www.fahcsia.gov.au/internet/facsinternet.nsf/indigenous/repbody.htm. 

Next meeting
To be advised – probably late February 2009.

