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MINUTES
WA IAPSEN
Members Meeting

Venue: 
APSC, Level 8, 41 St Georges Terrace, Perth

Date: 
Tuesday 12 May 2009

Time: 
12:30 PM 
Guests: 
N/A
Apologies:
Tammy Matsomoto - DEEWR 
Janelle Leggett - DEEWR

Bev Davies - FAHCSIA
Carly Malpass - DoHA


Vikki Jones - Customs
Cindy May - Health
Attendees:
Steve Austin – ABS
Yasmeen Ball – ATO

Miriam Canning – AQIS
Christine Hoy – AQIS

Kim Hunter – DEEWR
Donna Ninyett – AFP


Val O’Meara – DEEWR
Karli Hicks – APSC


Katrina Russell - Health
Lisa O’Sullivan - ILC
	Item
	TOPIC
	ACTION ITEM

	1
	Chair’s welcome 
Christine welcomed all members.  Members were advised that there were communication issues with the Perth IAPSEN Mailbox due to staff having limited access. This has now been rectified. Christine has received a lot of verbal communication and feedback from IAPSEN members and looks forward to a successful and productive year.

	

	2
	Previous Action Items

N/A
	

	3
	IAPSEN Direction 

Why does this network meet? – Discussion around the assumed/preferred purpose of IAPSEN, as a mentoring network; possibly a buddying network; support network for other Indigenous employees. 
How can we get in contact with Indigenous employees exiting the APS BEFORE they leave, rather than after they exit?

Find out more information about each agency and what strategies they have in place separately (refer to agenda item 6).

Establish personal strengths/specialty areas within the IAPSEN to support/access advice/mentoring information.

	CHRISTINE – Email IAPSEN members to ascertain what their specialty area or department is that could assist other IAPSEN members.


	4
	NAIDOC
1st week of July 2009 – IAPSEN to join with other agencies for booth in NAIDOC tent.  Steve to email details for 2x2 to Christine.
Christine requested that everyone email her the details as to whether their home agency will be participating in NAIDOC Week events.  There is no use reinventing wheel or putting in double work if we can assist each other.
	STEVE – Email details to Christine for booth

EVERYONE – email your agencies NAIDOC activities



	5
	National Indigenous APS Employee Conference 2009
The conference will take place on 10 June 2009.  
It will look at: 
What employment strategies do agencies currently have; 
How many indigenous employees; 
What works / doesn’t work; How to retain staff etc.  
Discussions around “What does an Indigenous Australian” look like in today’s society.


	

	6
	Agency Update
What strategies do each IAPSEN representative’s agencies have in place?
What statistics doea each agency keep, which would be available for IAPSEN use?


	EVERYONE – find and confirm your agency current status/ employment strategy



	7
	Other Business – IAPSEN Members Overseas
Tim & Brooke are currently away on the bi-annual Indigenous rotary exchange program in Canada and America.  They will be fortunate to meet the President along with members working in sectors similar to their Australian employment.

	

	8
	Other Business – AGLN Representation 

Why is IAPSEN not represented on the AGLN?  WiN and YLN are invited to attend, but not IAPSEN. Karli to confirm arrangements.

	KARLI – Confirm IAPSEN representation on AGLN


	9
	Other Business – Job Application Skills
How can IAPSEN assist other Indigenous applicants write selection criteria to enter APS positions?  Merit is very strict on ability to write Criterion.  This may impact entry into APS or promotion possibilities.  Further discussion around this topic at next meeting.

	EVERYONE – Thoughts into what Job Application Skills could be offered for  possible/current IAPSEN employees

	10
	Other Business – Defence Directorate of Indigenous Affairs

Defence now have a Directorate of Indigenous Affairs DDIA which was established in July 2008. 

Ashleigh Manski has signed up to all of the IAPSEN Regions, as part of her role as Programs Coordinator, APS Indigenous Programs. 

Part of her role is to maintain the Defence Indigenous Network Folder.  The Network Folder is one of the primary ways in which the DDIA can communicate with Indigenous Employees.  If colleagues wish to forward anything of interest to employees of the Department of Defence - please do so through Ashleigh.

	

	11
	Next meeting

Date:
12.30pm  Tuesday 2 June 2009 (Lunch will be provided) 
Venue:   APSC Training Room.  Level 8, 41 St Georges Terrace.
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