Transcript: Insights from Pathways participants

Trainee:
It’s more than what I expected. I didn’t know that there were a lot of other doors that would open up. Like I could have the opportunity to go to uni and study and stuff like that, but it’s there for me to use so it’s a lot more than what I expected when I first started.

Cadet:
I was a little bit nervous about coming to Canberra because I was moving to a new city and away from home but one of the things that has surprised me the most is the support network that has surrounded me since I’ve come here. So I’ve made a lot of friends and my working environment is really supportive and understanding and I think that has probably been the biggest surprise because I’ve found it extremely easy in that transition from home in Western Australia to Canberra which is on the other side of the country.

Graduate:
It’s like, during my graduate program I went on, I did a diploma of government management, I’ve done financial skills management, I’ve been on a trip to the Torres Straits and you know, got to experience the politician’s side dealing with the community, you know, and the problems in the community. It’s been fantastic. I have received a level of support which you would never get in the private industry.
Trainee:
I had a great support network from my partner and my work colleagues. I’m currently 1 out of 3 people who are in the traineeships through Child Support in Townsville. It’s been great. I have team leaders there, they keep us focused, they keep us driven and planning and having a plan structure.

Graduate:
To be honest it was probably more than I was expecting. I’ve worked in the public sector before and it was a lot more support and it was more at a level that I needed rather than in some situations I’ve had where they give you information that it’s nice to know but you don’t need to know. I’ve found that coming through this program they give you not only what you need to know but also the tools to use it.

Trainee:
I was just amazed at how awesome the program was or am amazed at how awesome it has been so far and I’ve already been talking about it to a lot of colleagues and family and friends and just telling them that the next program is coming up soon and that I’m going to send them all the details I can because I’m really encouraging everyone to do it. It’s awesome.

Voice over:
If you don’t give it a go you’ll always be wondering.

