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On the LAFIA excursion we took our departmental hats off to a large degree and looked at the experiences through the eyes as a senior public servant. And the people in these developing nations were very keen to learn from our experiences and what we had been through ourselves in our lives as public servants, not necessarily from our own current departmental experience. 
The other thing which I also found rewarding is that we, as public servants, from the Australian Public Service and also some of the state public servants, we were able to relate our own experiences to each other. So we actually broadened our understanding and knowledge of our own experiences through the interaction as a group of people who were part of the LAFIA excursion.

I think it certainly provided an opportunity to broaden my understanding of what some of these developing nations are facing. I really saw that—when you’re looking at it through the eyes of people who are actively involved in assisting the nation to develop—it was a much greater and richer experience than just reading the material. It allows us that have had that experience to come back into the public service and relate those experiences to others that we work with and other colleagues. 
I now have a great network of some very good contacts across various government departments that we can use in the future in terms of keeping abreast of emerging issues and experiences right across the public service.
There is no such thing as one size fits all, and that really comes home when you see the challenges and the opportunities that people in these other countries were facing. And I think it’s important, from our perspective, that we appreciate that there is no one size fits all and you need to explore the various options and look at it through different lenses and different perspectives. 
And as senior public servants it is very important that we have our eyes wide open and we are looking at what are the different aspects and different perspectives that we need to look through. It’s very important as senior public servants that we look from a client perspective or the community perspective or in my case a taxpayer perspective, not just looking at it from a bureaucratic or public service perspective.
I really enjoyed the experience, it was a wonderful opportunity and I’d love to go on it again.

